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This 6,000-square-foot wood frame construction (L), combined with mass timber and 
pre-fabrication technologies, reduces time and cost in the construction process. The 
exteriors (R) are clad in Western red cedar.
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%) Hyderabad has  

a new landmark

Hyderabad has a new jewel in its 
crown of luxury and sustainable 
living: a 6,000-square-foot wood 
frame construction (WFC) house 
made from certified Canadian 
wood species, harvested from the 
forests of British Columbia.

The villa has two levels with a 
large leisure and living area, 
kitchen and pantry, four bedrooms 
with bathrooms, gymnasium and 
games room, outdoor sitting and 
expansive outdoor dining area.

This villa is one of the first projects 
of its kind in the country to 
combine light wood frame 
construction with mass timber 
and pre-fabricated construction 
technologies. This technique 
optimises the building process by 
helping reduce the time and cost 

Canadian Wood makes a statement with luxury, yet 
sustainable, housing pilot project

in the construction process.

Canadian Wood and MAK Projects 
collaborated to build the villa in BTR 
Greens, a high-end gated community 
project on the outskirts of Hyderabad, in 
less than 12 months.

All technical support, training and project 
management inputs were provided by 
Forestry Innovation Investment (FII), 
better known as Canadian Wood. As a part 
of its programme, Canadian Wood has 
been consistently enlarging the 
ecosystem of organisations and 
professionals passionate about building 
with wood in India through technical 
support and collaborative efforts with 
them.

The villa is a new-age WFC house built 
using certified spruce-pine-fir (SPF), 
Western hemlock, Western red cedar and 
Yellow cedar – all Canadian wood species. 

WFC combines dimension lumber, 
engineered wood products and structural 
wood panels to make walls, floors and 
roof assemblies. This technology is now 
being used in India.

Adaptable construction

Some of the Canadian Wood projects in 
India include laminated tongue-and-
groove resort style cottages in Goa, Delhi 
NCR and Kerala; WFC three- and single-
storey houses in Mysuru and Chennai 
respectively; a resort-style cottage each 
in Mysuru and Bengaluru; food outlet in 
Rajasthan; a school in Haryana; a post-
and-beam villa construction in Himachal 
Pradesh; and an upcoming resort in 
Uttarakhand.

Light WFC has demonstrated its flexibility 
to adapt in differing climatic conditions 
and terrains. The technology has proven 
its versatility in different parts of the 
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This door (L) is made from Yellow Cedar. The wooden staircase in the lobby (R) is made of Western hemlock.

The first floor living room is supported by 
glulam beams made of Western hemlock. 
Among special spaces utilising Canadian 
wood species is the master bedroom on the 
first floor (R), kitchen and pantry, and 
expansive outdoor sitting and dining areas.
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world, from below freezing, heavy 
rain and snow, to very hot and 
tropical environments. Hence it is 
a suitable construction method in 
India.

The life expectancy of a wood-
frame house with a concrete 
foundation can be well over 100 
years, provided the home 
undergoes proper maintenance 
on a regular basis. 

Safety standards

Fire mitigation is an integral part 
of the WFC building system. These 
homes are well designed and 
come with a fire-resistant 
insulation in wall and ceiling 
cavities.

Acoustically too, wood is a 
naturally bad conductor of energy, 

both thermal and sound. Enhanced 
acoustic performance is achieved by the 
use of insulation and acoustic panels.

Termite risk can be addressed by proper 
soil treatment and periodic maintenance, 
apart from designing structures with 
mechanical barriers. Additionally, 
pressure-treated wood is used at the 
ground level (joists, base plates, posts, 
etc.).

Wood buildings have inherent ductility, 
which allows them to dissipate energy 
when faced with the sudden loads of an 
earthquake or high wind events. Wood’s 
low mass and high flexibility make wood-
frame buildings more resistant to 
earthquake damage than concrete or 
steel-framed buildings.

Carbon footprint

The extensive use of wood in the structure 

has resulted in reduction of carbon 
footprint in the project by 481 metric 
tonnes – the equivalent of removing 102 
cars from the road for a year!

The design of the house is evocative of 
the well-known Canadian West coast 
style, with a delicate mix of natural 
materials like masonry and stone. A 
variety of wood applications – such as a 
gently sloping hipped roofline, double-
height cathedral ceilings, exposed natural 
timber and glulam beams, broad 
overhanging eaves, and covered outdoor 
decking – can also be seen.
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The Canadian Wood villa was inaugurated by Telangana Minister, Mr Mohammed 
Mahmood Ali, and the High Commissioner of Canada in India, Mr Cameron Mackay.
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The Canadian Wood villa was formally 
inaugurated by Telangana’s Minister for 
Home, Prisons and Fire Services, Mr 
Mohammed Mahmood Ali. The guest of 
honour was Mr Cameron Mackay, the High 
Commissioner of Canada in India.

The Promoter and Managing Director of 

MAK Projects, Dr Mir Nasir Ali Khan; the 
CEO of FII, Mr. Michael Loseth; and the 
Country Director (India), Canadian Wood, 
Mr. Pranesh Chhibber, were present.

The VIP guests were given an exclusive 
guided tour of the Canadian Wood villa by 
Mr. Peter Bradfield, Technical Advisor to 

Canadian Wood in India.

Commenting on the collaboration 
Pranesh said, “A growing 
awareness of the relationship 
between human health, the 
environment and the economy 
has led to a fast-evolving concept 
of sustainable wood homes in 
India. We expect this collaboration 
with MAK Projects will spawn 
many more such eco-friendly 
projects in the coming months 
and years across India.”

Canadian wood species are 
available across India through a 
network of 41 stockists across 23 
locations. Five distinct species of 
Canadian wood are available in 
India: SPF, Western hemlock, 
Douglas-fir, Yellow cedar and 
Western red cedar.

For queries, contact Mr Arif Moosa 
at arif.moosa@canadianwood.in, 
or write to Mr Mir Osman Ali Khan 
at osman@makprojects.com.

Mir Osman Ali Khan


